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The Wisdom of Thomas Paine
Some time ago, Edward Dodson, President of Thomas Paine Friends, assembled a large set of passages from Paine's writings.
He titled the excerpts, "The Wisdom of Thomas Paine", in two parts, and they are grouped under 71 topic categories. Below
are several selections from the Dodson collection.
SOURCES
[1] Rights of Man (1791-2), reprinted by Citadel Press, 1948, with an introduction by Philip S. Foner.
[2] Common Sense (1776), The Crisis Papers, (1776-1783), The Age of Reason, Part 1 (1793); Letter to George Washington (1795),
in a volume edited by Howard Fast and reprinted by Duell, Sloan and Pearce as The Selected Works of Tom Paine, 1945.
[3] Agrarian Justice (1796), reprinted by American Book Company, 1944, in a volume titled Thomas Paine: Representative Selections,
with introduction by Harry H. Clark.
On EQUALITY
Where there are no distinctions there can be no superiority; perfect equality affords no temptation. Common Sense, [2]p.28
Let a man throw aside that narrowness of soul, that selfishness of principle, which the niggards of all professions are so unwilling to
nart with, and he will be at once delivered of his fears on that head. Suspicion is the companion of mean souls, and the bane of all
good society. CS, [2]p.37
[M}en are all of one degree and consequently that all men are born equal, and with equal natural rights, in the same manner as if
posterity had been continued by creation instead of generation, the latter being only the mode by which the former is carried forward;
Rights of Man, [1]p.78

On FRANKLIN, BENJAMIN
[Dr. Franklin] was not the diplomatist of a court, but of a MAN. His character as a philosopher had been long established, and his
circle of society in France was universal. RoM, [1] p. 104
On GOVERNMENT, CORRUPTION OF
What is government more than the management of the affairs of a nation? It is not, and from its nature cannot be, the property of any
particular man or family, but of the whole community, at whose expense it is supported; and though by force or contrivance it has
been usurped into an inheritance, the usurpation cannot alter the right of things. RoM,[1]p.145
On GOVERNMENT, DESIGN OF
[A] body of men holding themselves accountable to nobody, ought not to be trusted by anybody. RoM, [l] p.93
I have heretofore likewise mentioned the necessity of a large and equal representation; and there is no political matter which more
deserves our attention. A small number of electors, or a small number of representatives be not only small, but unequal, the danger is
increased. C'S, [2]p38
On GOVERNMENT, NEED FOR
[A] government which cannot preserve the peace is no government at all, and in that case we pay our money for nothing.

CS, [21p.27
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A Short Mission Statement
The Mission of Thomas Paine Friends, Inc., is to encourage people to learn
about and from Thomas Paine, his limes and philosophy so that they may be inspired
to participate in public affairs reflective of the spirit of Paine's
life, thought and ideals.

To Know Paine, Read Him
Florence Stapleton -- Thomas Paine Chronicler

Some Websites and Blogs
thomas-paine-friends.org --Our TPF website is maintained
by Ed Dodson. Anyone advocating for Paine can send Painerelated news to: edod08O34gmail.com .
facebook.comlthomaspainefriends?ref=brtf --Facebook
page of TPF. Enter discussions here.
religionpaine.org —Maurice Bisheff maintains this site of
several essays and seminar pieces by him and James Tepfer,
about Paine's religious and philosophical views.
valorww2.com --This site, maintained by Victor Madeson,
contains many articles about Paine, including Commons Sense
Clubs, Societies of Political Inquiry, and other subjects.
cooperativeindividualism.org --The Schoolfor Cooperative
Individualism, Director, Edward J. Dodson, contains a large
archive of articles about Paine. Also, summary of the life of
Henry George and list of courses at the Henry George Schools.
historyisonourside.wordpress.com --Frances Chiu's blog
has excerpts of writings of 18th century and later authors,
such as James Murray, Richard Price, certainly Thomas Paine,
with relation to our current political, social, cultural matters.
algerblog.blogspot.com --Blogger Algernon D'Ammassa writes
on a range of subjects, such as Paine's life, ideas, and influence,
plus Zen Buddhism, politics, environment, arts, and more.
floridaveteransforcommonsense.org --In Sarasota FL, it
Sponsors an annual Paine birthday gala, as well as many human
rights, peace andjustice forums. TPF members Gene Jones
and Mike Burns are president and vice president.
thomaspainesociety.org --Website of Thomas Paine Society,
Pasadena CA. A Research Library is a major facility of TPS; see
the website for details of its use and how to donate publications.
thomaspainesocietyuk.org.uk --This Thomas Paine Society in
England pubiishes articles about liberal-progressive thinkers and
movements in its Journal of Radical History.
rjlindsey.com --One-man show, "Thomas Paine, Voice of the
American Revolution, "by TPF member, Robert J. Lindsey. He
has a new show, "Benjamin Franklin: Stories of Revolution".
thelileofthomaspaine.org —Jan Ruskin performs his Paine
monologue at many locations. News of the film schedule on PBS,
plus related events, is at the website.

commonsensesociety.com --This society in Hungary holds many
international forums and workshops, including in the U S.
facebook.comlpageslFort-Lee-Common-Sense-Society/
199545953428717 --Fort Lee NJ Common Sense Society is
preparing to raise its new Paine statue in 2018.
thomaspaine.org --Thomas Paine National Historical
Association, located in New Rochelle NY.
kenburchell.blogspot.com —The Thomas Paine Review posts
recent publications and news on Paine and related subjects.

www.thomas-paine-friends.org
Website Manager, Edward J. Dodson
edod08034gmail.com
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Annual Meeting will be on Sunday,. December 2,
nominations for Board of Directors and Officers are' now open
THOMAS PAiNE FRIENDS will mail official notice of the Annual Meeting, with annual reports, in November. Attendance will be
via telephone conference as usual.
typically are active on behalf of TPF in some of the following
NOMINATIONS AND ELECTION
The Ballot to elect the Board of Directors
ways, often in a committee structure.
• obtain a state resolution for Thomas Paine Day;
and Officers will be sent with the official
• plan and promote Thomas Paine memorials;
notice. The Nominating Committee is
now seek nominees. Paid-up members
• assist in publication and archiving of the papers of the late
are eligible to nominate and to serve as
Klara Rukshina;
directors and officers. The Nominating
• write articles and help assemble the newsletter;
• contribute postings to the website;
Committee urges self-nomination, as we
• contact organizations with related interests;
are not always aware of the interests and
• prepare materials for library exhibits;
skills of many of our members.
• bring civic education to school and community;
Nominating Committee: Carol Moskowitz, cdmosk@comcast.net ,
• hold Thomas Paine Day events in your locality;
and Martha Spiegelman, spiegelmanmartha@gmail.com , or use
•
write letters to the media about Paine;
USPS, to 185 Middle St., Amherst MA 01002-3011, or telephone,
•
speak to organizations about Paine and his principles of
413-253-7934. Please contact us as soon as you can if you wish to
government;
be a nominee this year.
NOMINATIONS ARE DUE BY
*
and,
certainly, initiate a new Paine project.
NOVEMBER 2.
TPF
has
been
fortunate to have a core of a few members who have
NOMINEES SHOULD EXPECT TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE WORK OF
taken
these
positions.
We recommend that others now step
THE ORGANIZATION. Besides administration of the organization
up
to
serve.
Meetings
and decisions are conducted by emails
and decisions about actions to take, directors and officers
and conference telephone calls and are not unduly burdensome.
Current Board: Jennifer Bisheff, Maurice Bisheff, Frances Chiu, Edward J. Dodson (President), Victor Madeson (Vice President),
Sidney Moss, Christiane Munkholm, Richard Robyn, John F Skibiski, Irwin Spiegelman ('Treasurer), Martha Spiegelman (Secretary)

,."Wisdom of Paine, from page:i••i

On GOVERNMENT, NEED FOR
It is for the good of nations, and not for the emolument or aggrandizement of particular individuals, that government-ought to be
established, and that mankind are at the expense of supporting it. The defects of every government and constitution, both as to
principle and form must, on a parity of reasoning, be as open to discussion as the defects of a law, and it is a duty which every man
owes to society to point them out. When those defects, and the means of remedying them are generally seen by a nation, that nation
will reform its government or its constitution in the one case, or as the government repealed or reformed the law in the other.
RoM, [1] p.155
Government is not a trade which any man or body of men has a right to set up and exercise for his own emolument, but is altogether
a trust, in right of those by whom that trust is delegated, and by whom it is always resumable. It has of itself no rights; they are
altogether duties. RoM, [1] p.183
On GOVERNMENT, REFORM OF
Rebellion consists in forcibly opposing the general will of a nation, whether by a party or by a government. There ought, therefore,
to be in every nation a method of occasionally ascertaining the state of public opinion with respect to government. RoM, [1] p.250

On JUSTICE
That the moral duty of men consists in imitating the moral goodness and beneficence of God manifested in the creation towards all
his creatures. That seeing as we daily do the goodness of God to all men, it is an example calling upon all men to practise the same
towards each other; and, consequently, that every thing of persecution and revenge between man and man, and every thing of cruelty
to animals, is a violation of moral duty. The Age ofReason, (2) p. 329
[I]t is justice, and not charity, that is the principle of the plan. In all great cases it is necessary to have a principle more universally
active than charity; and with respect to justice, it ought not to be left to the choice of detached individuals whether they will do
justice or not. Agrarian Justice, p.346-347
[N]o person ought to be in a worse condition when born under what is called a state of civilization, then he would have been had he
been born in a state of nature, .....Ai, p.341
Edward Dodson, President of TPF, is also Director of the School of Cooperative Individualism, an online educational/research project. Ed
is a researcher and archivistfor the Henry George Birthplace Museum in Philadelphia. He has written on the subjects offinance, economics,
and land value He teaches courses on economics at the Osher Institute, Temple University. Ed is web manager of the TPF website
thomas-paine-friends.org
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A SMALL GALLERY
By Laurent Dabos, oil on canvas, circa 1791, 29 1/4 x 23 1/4 in.
Located in room 18 at National Portrait Gallery, London.
Purchased, 2007, Primary Collection

By Laurent Dabos (1761-1835), oil on canvas,
c. 1792. National Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian,
Institution, Washington. Purchased in 2009.

By James Watson (1740-1790), after Charles Willson Peale
(1741-1827) C. 1783, mezzotint on paper, 107/8 x'8 7/8 in. (without
mat) National Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian Institution, Washington.
In 1779 Henry Laurens commissioned Charles Willson Peale to paint a
portrait of Thomas Paine that he intended to take with him ashe sailed to
Holland to raise money for the Continental Congress. Laurens was captured
by a British ship on the high seas and the Peale portrait was confiscated.
Eventually finding its way into the hands of a Paine admirer, it was engraved
in 1783. "A portrait of Common Sense may be had... by sending to the
printshops in London," a sharp-eyed Marylander reported, "but they have
put a wrong name to it, his being Thomas." The original oil painting has
dropped from sight, as has the duplicate that Peale added to his collection
of likenesses of those who had played major roles in the American Revolution.

Anonymous, after George Romney (1734-1802)

oil on canvas. 16 3/8 x 14 3/8 in. (framed) Gift of
R. Henniker Heaton, 1930. American Antiquarian Society,
Worcester MA
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• By John Trumbull (1756-1843) c. 1788, oil on wood, 4 x 3 1/2 in.,
a miniature, in the parlor, Monticello. Provenance: Thomas Jefferson;
then, ownership unknown until purchased by Mrs. Arthur M. Greenwood;
then, by purchase to Thomas Jefferson Foundation in 1957.
Note in Papers of Thomas Jefferson. A miniature of Thomas Paine was a
present for Jefferson from John Trumbull who painted it in 1788 while Paine and
Trumbull were both in London. Trumbull knew that Jefferson wanted a portrait of
"the first public advocate of the American Revolution" for he had asked Trumbull
the previous year if he could get Mather Brown, the American painter then in
London for whom Jefferson and Adams sat in 1786, to draw the picture. When
Jefferson received the miniature, he wrote Trumbull, "I am to thank you a thousand
times for the portrait of Mr. Paine, which is a perfect likeness ......
[Jefferson to John Trumbull, January 12, 1789, in EIJ. 14:440.
Letterpress copy available from the Library of Congress.

By William Sharp (1749-1824) after George Romney (1784-1802)
c. 1793, engraving on paper, 10 5/16 x 8 7/16 in., National Portrait
Gallery, Smithsonian Institution, Washington.
Probably the best-known and most-reproduced image of Paine. The
original Romney appears to have been lost although from time to time
claims arise that a particular oil painting may be the Romney, but no
authentication has ever been made.
Exhibition Label. When Paine posed for George Romney during the summer
of 1792, he had hopes that Rights of Man would do for England what Common
Sense had done for America and was exhilarated by its distribution among the
lower classes. His supporters, grumbled Hannah More, one of those who gave
answer to Paine, "load asses with their pernicious pamphlets and... get them
dropped, not only in cottages, and in highways, but into mines and coal-pits."
The original oil painting has been lost, but this engraving by William Sharp
fast became the most familiar image of Paine. Both Romney and Sharp were
among Paine's circle of radical English reformers.
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• By John Wesley Jarvis (1780-1840), c. 1806-07, oil on
canvas, 25 3/4 x 20 % in., painted in New York City when Paine
and Jarvis were friends. National Gallery of Art, Washington, gift
of Marian B. Maurice, 1950.
Provenance. Christopher C. Yates [d. 1848], New York and Albany, by
1836; James Ferguson [d. 1867], Albany and Washington, D.C., by 1860;
his wife, Amelia Ferguson, Washington, D.C.; Horatio Bridge Id. 18931,
Washington, DC, and Athens, Pennsylvania, probably by 1868; his wife,
Charlotte M. Bridge Id. 19041, Athens, Pennsylvania; her grandniece,
Marian Bridge Maurice, Athens, Pennsylvania, gift 1950 to NGA.
This portrait, the last of Paine, was
the model for the commemorative
1967 US postage stamp, lobbied
for by Joseph Lewis, with the
support of Eleanor Roosevelt.

thomas-paine-friends.org
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A Town Hall Meeting: Reason vs. Reality
Convened at the Thomas Paine Society, Pasadena CA
by Maurice Bisheff

The historic Castle Green in Pasadena CA,iome of the Thomas Paine Society

On September 9, 2018, TPF Board Members Maurice and Jenny
Bisheff, of Santa Barbara, California traveled to the Thomas
Paine Society of Pasadena, California who hosted a town hail
meeting on "Reason vs. Reality: What Can Help Us Decide What
is Real". Approximately 50 or so citizens attended the evening
event. Ian Ruskin (writer, director, actor) attended in the
character of Thomas Paine along with Alaine Lowell (TPS
executive director) as Mary Wolistonecraft and Dr. Linda
Handelman, a professor of philosophy. Wide ranging themes,
problems, and possibilities were earnestly explored by attendees
alternating from what Paine's view would be and today's
circumstances.
Some of the themes discussed:
• Modern life is more complex than in Paine's time. It
requires a more complex sorting out of issues and
possibilities than in simpler times. That makes the citizens'
and politicians' use of reason more important.
• The use of our faculty of reason, potentially in all human
beings, can help us overcome our emotional responses.
• Paine's view of reason was to draw on natural law, on the
common good for each and all, and claim natural rights
acting for basic human happiness which is not injurious to
others.
• Reason is not mechanistic, but is a thinking process for
sorting out facts, logical fallacies, and media distortions.
• Giving systematic reasons requires respect for others'
reasoning, however much we may disagree. If we take the
posture that we are part of the human race and, like Paine,
striving to become a principled, but broad-minded citizen of
the world, we cultivate a more empathetic, inclusive, and
encompassing "enlightened self-interest". This mental
posture does require a loosening of the grip of one's own
ego identification or personal identity with an issue so as to
be able to "draw a larger circle" in the circumference of
thought.
• With reason, people may come to different conclusions.
Civility and tolerance can encourage that differences be
expressed. Paine pointed out that time and reason do not
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always cooperate at the beginning, but if one is sensitive to
the context and has empathy then the truth-content of
reasoning can have its own living power beyond the
tyranny of the immediate.
It was added that we can distinguish between Emotions,
Reasons, and Feelings.
• Emotions: are our ephemeral personality's reaction to the
external world and may energize us blindly; and thus are
not proactive, but are reactive--induced from triggers
outside of ourselves which want to control something
external to us. This is a common reaction to untested
beliefs.
• Reasons: we can use our minds to test an idea in a
systematic manner such that we can produce a shareable
logic with, in many cases, supportive facts. This enhances
our knowledge.
• Feelings: are intrinsic to our deepest sense of the good and
have a quality of being universal (inclusive of each and all);
thus having a deep intuitional quality linked to reasoning
from universal principles which provide understanding.
One of the themes in Paine's writings is that of creating the
possibility of a universal society. By creating a critical distance
from society and going inward, one can connect a deep feeling or
an aspect of one's refined conscience to a universal principle seen
in nature (or law). From a Deist view, the source of that
inspiration, the burst of insight, located in the empyrean beyond
our cognitive mind is illuminated from constant love of the
Divine. Contemplating natural law and universal principles (i.e.
universal brotherhood, liberty, equality, and fraternity) provide a
fertile source of citizen creative inspiration and imagination so
lacking in politics.
To regenerate, we can look to Paine. Reasoning from deep
feelings on universal ideals and principles to particulars (as Paine
often did in his writings) allows us to sift through complexity and
sort out relevant facts—facts which naturally draw our natures
toward a more humane society. Paine respected facts, but was
not overly empirical to the neglect of principle based on natural
law.
Continued on page 7, Town Hall
thomas-paine-friends.org

ACTIVISTS FOR THOMAS PAINE
Add your name to the Thomas Paine Friends network and news exchange.
I I YES, I will join Thomas Paine Friends, Inc. Annual dues, $10. Member benefit is BULLETIN of Thomas Paine Friends.
I J YES, I will work on THOMAS PAINE DAY in my state.
YES, 1 want to work on a project of Thomas Paine Friends. Please contact me.
I I YES, I want to participate in and suggest activities related to public recognition of Thomas Paine.
I I YES, I want my Paine organization I group / project listed in the BULLETIN.

YES, I have news of Paine activities to post in the BULLETIN; or a short article (about 1,000 words) for the BULLETIN.
I YES, I want to receive the BULLETIN suggested donation of $10, to cover costs offour issues per year.

I I
I

NAME ........................................................................................................................................................................................

MAILINGADDRESS (No., Street, Apt.)

..............................................................................................................................................

CITYTI'OWN, STATE, ZIPCODE ....................................................... ..... ................... ...... ....... ........ .................. ...... ...........................
TELEPHONE .................................................................. ...................... FAX ........................................................................................

EMAIL ..... .................................................. .. ............. ..................... WEBSITE ...... .................................................................................
To pay dues or make a donation, make your check or money order to Thomas Paine Friends, Inc., and mail to
Thomas Paine Friends, Inc.
185 Middle Street
Amherst MA 01002-3011

To Know Paine, Read Him

Florence Stapleton, Thomas Paine Chronicler
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Town Hail, from page 6
Thus, our education system would be wise in encouraging us to
go inward, get in touch with our deeper, inner feelings and "the
better angels of our nature", and connect them to universal
principles (beyond a particular circdmstan). This exercise can
guide us in particular, practical situations to create public policy
criteria which naturally draw out insight in our natures in
selecting out and connecting relevant facts for a more humane
public policy. This may be a first step in regenerating the
faculties we have as human beings with a wiser understanding of
public policy if we are humble enough to soften our emotional
likes and dislikes.

- This town hall allowed everyone to express many multidimensional views about reason and discernment of facts
and was a very constructive exercise in citizen education.
The Thomas Paine Society was founded and endowed
by the late George G. Holtz in 1993 to educate
the public about the life and works of Thomas Paine.

Maurice Bisheff is a TPF Board member and a Past-President.
A scholar in philosophy and religion, he has published on these
subjects especially with attention to public policy. He maintains
a website, www.religionpaine.org . Bisheff is also active with the
Institute of World Culture.

Research Library at Thomas Paine Society Pasadena CA
Dedicated October 23, 2011
"It is only by tracing things to their origin that we can gain rightful ideas of them..... --Thomas Paine
The Mission of the Thomas Paine
Research Library: Committed to the
ideas and ideals of Thomas Paine,
the Library is a repository for books

and other media by and about

,...
.

....

Thomas Paine and a variety of
uncommon resources for scholars,
researchers and others interested in
challenging the standard view of
American and World history,
enabling a new and objective story
to be told. The Library will also
search out and acquire important
artifacts relating to Thomas Paine
for display. George Santayana said:
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"If we don't learn from history we are doomed to repeat it
But if
history is flawed or incomplete or out and out wrong, we face a
much greater danger — ignorance.
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political agenda directly opposed to
Paine's beliefs. Unfortunately, it has
been the case with much of history
which, as they say "...is written by
the victors." It is the goal of The
Thomas Paine Research Library
to make available materials that
will inspire a new method of
scholarship to challenge long-held
misconceptions of the past.
To donate books and learn about the Library go to
www.thomaspainesociety.org/library click Library Wish List.
ilfl1
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In the years since his death in 1809,
Thomas Paine's ideas have been
misrepresented, misappropriated
and distorted, more often than not,

Photo and text adapted from the Thomas Paine Society website.

Thomas Paine Friends, Inc.
185 Middle Street
Amherst MA 01002-3011
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EDWARD J.
and DEBORAH DODSON

202 Horse Shoe Court
Cherry Hill NJ 08034-3151

Independence Is My Happiness...

My Country Is The World,
My Religion Is To Do Good

Rights of Man, part 2, 1792
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MEMBERSHIPS
THE DATE

FALL 2018

RENEWALS
IS YOUR MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL DATE.

AND

ON THE MAIL LABEL ABOVE

PLEASE RENEW IF YOUR RENEWAL DATE HAS PASSED. DUES ARE $10 PER YEAR.
THE BULLETIN IS A MEMBERSHIP BENEFIT.

The Life of Thomas Paine

Performances by Ian Ruskin Coming Soon
;ii1i1

QeiAgam ThLIfei#fT!tqfli4.14!aznP '111
HPié'sW5hTs on Viiiiig Rights, Democracy, and More'
SAN FRANCISCO, Koret Auditorium, Main Library 100 Larkin Street
October 23rd, 7 PM - -Free and Open to the Public, spread the word in the Bay area.
ENGLAND Ruskin writes, "I am thrilled to announce that Iwill be the keynote presenter
at the British Association for American Studies (BAAS) Convention at the University of
Sussex in the Attenborough Centre for Creative Arts on April 25th, 2019! This will be a
performance for 300+ British scholars of American Studies and the public. I could not ask
for a better audience!" See The Life of Thomas Paine Newsletter later for more information.
https://mail.google.com/mail/ulO/h/1 mj3cO6bwxxru/?&thI 665469ffea6e5fc&v=c

-

.

-

JIV

IV

Publications to Note.. .and Seeking Reviews of Them
Inspiration and Wisdonifrom the Writings of Thomas
Paine, selections -from Paine by Joseph Lewis, 1954, Kessinger
Publishing's Rare Reprints (no information about original
publisher). Available at Amazon, an opportunity to obtain this
singular, important small book by Joseph Lewis, foremost
advocate for Paine in mid-20th century America.
Thomas Paine and the Dangerous Word, "How an
unlikely revolutionary sparked American independence." Text
by Sarah Jane Marsh, illustrations by Edwin Frotheringham,
2018, Los Angeles: Disney/Hyperion. A Hyperion picture book
for children. Available at Barnes & Noble, Amazon, and on
Kindle. From the publisher's preview: "The mind once
enlightened cannot again become dark [TP] ....This fascinating
and extensively researched biography, based on numerous
primary sources, will immerse readers in Thomas Paine's
inspiring journey of courage, failure, and resilience that led
a penniless immigrant to change the world with his words."

Thomas Paine: Britain, America, and France in the Age
of Enlightenment and Revolution, by J.C.D. Clark, 2018,
Oxford: Oxford University Press. From the publisher's preview:
"Thomas Paine (1737-1809) was England's greatest
revolutionary: no other reformer was as actively involved in
events of the scale of the American and French Revolutions, and
none wrote such best-selling texts with the impact of Common
Sense and Rights of Man. No one else combined the roles of
activist and theorist... .But his fame meant that he was taken up
and reinterpreted for current use by successive later
commentators and politicians, so that the "historic Paine" was too
often obscured by the "usable Paine"... .Clark explains Paine
against a revised background of early- and mid-eighteenthcentury England. He argues that Paine knew and learned less
about events in America and France than was once thought.
He de-attributes a number of publications, and passages, hitherto
assumed to have been Paine's own, and detaches him from a
number of causes...."

